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Extracts  from  interrogation tf  General  Hidekl  TOJO 

11  February  1946,  PP*  2-3,  4,5 

/pp*  2-3/ 

Q  Who  presided  at  the  Imperial  Conference  of  December 
1st  or  2nd,  1941? 

A  I  did,  as  Prime  Minister*  The  others  were  seated 
dovm  both  sidos  cf  the  table  in  accordance  with 
their  court  rank* 

Q  Did  you  state  the  purpose  of  the  meeting  or  was  it 
known  by  them  before  they  came  to  the  meeting? 

A  Of  course  I  explained  the  purpose  of  the  meeting 
at  the  very  first*  After  I  had  explained  the 
purpose  of  the  meeting,  each  of  the  ministers  and 
the  two  Chiefs  of  Scafr  discussed  the  question 
from  the  standpoint  of  his  own  responsibilities* 


********** 


/pp*  4/ 


mm 


Did  you  feel,  at  the  time  the  KONOYE  Cabinet  fell 
on  or  about  17  October  1941,  that  war  should  be 
declared  against  the  United  States  and  the  other 
three  nations? 

At  that  time  I  felt,  as  Y/ar  Minister,  that  the 
opportune  time  for  fighting  was  in  danger  of  being 
lost  and  the  Imperial  Conference  had  set  the  middle 
ten  days  of  October  as  the  limit  for  waiting  for  a 
favorable  diplomatic  break* 


********** 


/pp*  5/ 


m 


Was  it  not  because  of  the  fact  that  you,  as  War 
Minister,  favored  war  with  the  United  States  that 
the  KONuYE  Cabinet  fell  on  or  about  17  October  1941?' 
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A  Theoretically,  yes.  KONOYE  thought  that  a  diplo¬ 
matic  solution  was  still  possible  if  Japan  would 
withdraw  troops  from  China,  but  the  /.rmyfelt  that 
there  would  be  no  guarantee  that  the  unlawful  acts 
of  the  Chinese,  which  had  caused  the  Incident, 
would  not  be  resumed  if  the  troops  were  withdrawn 
before  their  purpose  had  been  achieved,  and  the 
Army  could  not  bear  to  so  withdraw  the  troops. 
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